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On Tuesday, clients and staff from Community Living-Fort Erie hit the streets of Ridgeway for its second annual March for Inclusion. 
Before the event took place, a flag was also raised at Town Hall. Read the whole story on page 10. 
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Takeover of slots 
and track pitched 
to gaming agency 


Kris Dube 

The Times 

Tuesday's meeting 
between local officials and 
the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation (OLG) 
to discuss a local takeover of 
the Fort Erie Racetrack and 
Slots was designed to see if 
there is any interest in allow¬ 
ing it to happen, says Fort 
Erie Live Racing Consortium 
chief executive officer Jim 
Thibert. 

The discussion lasted 
about an hour and a half and 
was attended by Thibert, 
mayor Doug Martin, mem¬ 
ber of provincial parliament 
Kim Craitor and Economic 
Development and Tourism 
Corporation (EDTC) board 
member Claude Pilato. 

A business case has been 
started, but not finalized at 
this point because it is the 
FELRC's position that a bet¬ 
ter understanding of how 
receptive the OLG is to the 
proposal needs to be under¬ 
stood first. 


See Page 2 
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Councillors get behind Consortium's proposal for slots and track 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

Hundreds of people gath¬ 
ered at the Fort Erie Racetrack 


Slots on Monday evening for a 
farewell vigil, as the facihty was 
scheduled to close at 6 p.m. 

Local politicians, along with 
patrons and employees of the 
local gaming venue are hoping 


the closure is only temporary if 
the Fort Erie Live Racing 
Consortium (FELRC)'s pro¬ 
posed plans to privatize the 
operation is endorsed by the 
provincial government and 


the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaining Corporation (OLG). 

Before mayor Doug Martin, 
member of provincial parlia¬ 
ment Kim Craitor and FELRC 
chief executive officer Jim 



KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 


Hundreds of people attended a vigil at the OLG Slots on Monday evening at 6 p.m., when the facility closed its doors and put 
over 200 employees out of work. 



Thibert were to meet with OLG 
officials on Tuesday, many 
local dignitaries were given an 
opportunity to show their sup¬ 
port for the plan that is being 
presented. 

"We're going to take our plan 


and show how we can make 
the slots profitable and make it 
work," said Martin on Monday 
evening. 

See Page 23 


'Make it happen 1 
approach needed 


From Page 1 

"Our issue is we need 
OLG support to get the 
financial and operating sire 
specifics to develop a prop¬ 
er business case,” said 
Thibert. 

"There is no value to 
expending the time and 
money on a business model 
if the OLG or province are 
not willing to entertain if it 
is plausible," he added. 

Thibert also says that 
timing is of the essence and 
that slot machines that are 
sitting inside the facility 
should remain there until a 
decision is made on the 
FELRC's proposal to oper¬ 
ate the slots and racetrack. 

"We believe we can meet 
those targets if the OLG co¬ 
operates and we all have a 
'make it happen' approach," 
said Thibert. 

Representatives from the 
OLG who sat in on the meet¬ 
ing, did not have the author¬ 
ity to commit to any deci¬ 


sion and the consensus that 
was arrived at is that MPP 
Kim Craitor will speak to 
the premier to continue 
showing his support of the 
proposal. 

Mayor Doug Martin said 
more information needs to 
be provided on what can be 
done, for the OLG to make 
an exception to its modern¬ 
ization strategy, since dur¬ 
ing the meeting they were 
told there is very little room 
to make changes. 

"We will do what is neces¬ 
sary as long as we have 
some sort of satisfaction 
that we're going to be able 
to do this," said Martin. 

"If the answer is no, then 
tell us now," he added. 

Re-iterating points made 
by Thibert, that a better 
understanding of how open 
the OLG is to the proposal, 
Martin said it is needed 
before more time and 
money is invested in final¬ 
izing a plan. 

"There's a lot of work to 
be done," said Martin. 


Lions Club of Fort Erie 


Friday, May 11 th , 2012 
Lions Seniors Centre at 265 High Street from 5 pm to 7 pm 
Adults $10.00 
Children (io & under) $5.00 

Takeouts also available. Mtt 
We hope to see you there. 

Everyone Welcome 
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Court says 'yes' to Crystal 
Beach condo project 


kk 


The Crystal Beach Gateway 
project is one step closer to 
becoming a reality. 

After a three month wait, 
the Town of Fort Erie has 
received a decision from the 
Ontario Superior Court of 
Justiceonacivil suit launched 
against the municipality and 
the Hamilton-based devel¬ 
oper, the Molinaro Group. 

The lawsuit was filed with 
claims that contractual agree¬ 
ments between the Town and 
the developer were done 
improperly. 

The judge presiding over 
the case has ruled in favour of 
the project and has also 
determined that costs of the 
litigation should be paid back 
to to the Town and the 
Molinaro Group. 

Justice Hainey ruled that 
the municipality should 
receive $78,524 from the 
seven appellants and that the 
developer should be paid 
back $57,250. 

The plaintiffs 
have 30 days to 
appeal the decision. 

Mayor Doug 
Martin said he is 
pleased with the 
court's ruling and 
looks forward to 
moving ahead with¬ 
out any more obsta¬ 
cles, such as four 
different appeals 
that have resulted in 
a ruling that 
favoured the proj- 

"This allows us to 
move forward with 
the project and 
hopefully we can 
put this behind us 
and get a shovel in 
the ground,” said 
Martin. 

The controversial 
12-storey condo¬ 
minium project has 
been a heated issue 
in Greater Fort Erie 
for the last three 
years and although 
Martin has always 
been a strong pro¬ 
ponent of it, he 
doesn't hold any¬ 
thing against those 
who have been con- 


Now, we can 
address the rest 
of the issues that 
are still 

outstanding and 
get the project 
underway.” 

— Mayor Doug Martin 
tinually expressed opposi- 

"Iunderstand,"saidMartin, 
who compared the fight to 
kill the condo project to offi¬ 
cials trying to save the Fort 
Erie Racetrack...it's some¬ 
thing they believe and deeply 
care about. 

There are still a few matters 
that need to be handled 
before ground is broken on 
the south side of Erie Road in 


Crystal Beach, such as a per¬ 
mit from the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation 
Authority and a certain per¬ 
centage of units needing to 
be sold before any work can 
be done. 

"Now, we can address the 
rest of the issues that are still 
outstanding and get the proj¬ 
ect underway," said Martin. 

Acting chief administrative 
officer Ron Tripp is also satis¬ 
fied with the decision. 

"Not only did the judge find 
completely in our favour but 
also awarded costs. This is 
very positive for the taxpayers 
of Fort Erie,” said Tripp. 

In January of last year, 13 
appeals to the Ontario 
Municipal Board on this 
issue, were also dismissed. 

Vince Molinaro, president 
of the Molinaro Group, is 
pleased with the decision and 
says promoting the project in 
Niagara and likely the Greater 
Toronto Area will be one of 
the next steps. 

"We're looking forward to 
our next phase and starting 
our marketing," he said. 


50% OFF 


THE NEUTRAL ZONE •' 


Get Your Favourite DC Comics Here 


Mrs. O’s Pharmasave 


We waive $2 Co-Payment for Seniors 
and Elisible Ontario Drus Benefit Plan 
recipients 

• Patients who pay: 

: •$2willpay s O 

| • $6.11 will pay *4^ 

Transferring your Prescriptions 
and Health Records is easy! 

JUST CALL! 




FREE COMIC BOOK DAY 

SATURDAY MAY 5 & SUNDAY MAY 6 

Get Your "FREE COMIC BOOK" 

super sale mm 


• All Major Drug Plans Accepted 

• Compounding Pharmacy 

• Osteomy Supplies 

• Sigvaris Support Stockings - 
FREE measuring by a 
Certified Technician 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Pharmasave ASA Daily Low Dose i 
81 mg Tabs 120’s 

with this coupon 



PHARMASAVE 


Mrs. O’s Pharmasave 


118 Jarvis Street • Fort Erie • L2A 2S4 
Telephone • 905-994-0200 | Fax • 905-994-9204 
USA Toll-Free Telephone • 1-888-795-4790 
Fax • 1-888-795-4791 
Email • mrs 0 pharmacy@ 3 mail.com 
Website • www.pharmasave.com 
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THE GLASS 
COMPANY 


Your local AC vinyl window dealer 
and installer. 

Keep cool throughout the summer 
and warm throughout the winter 
with the best in quality and service. 


Free window estimates 
• Fully insured 



Wood and Metal Custom Framing, Matting 
Needlework • Sports Jerseys 


Mo 


Thurs, & Fri 8:30 a.m - 5:00 p.m, 
at8:30a.m-12:00 p.m 

1563 Thom 


Road, Fort Erie. * 905-871-5766 


Double fatality on Niagara Parkway 


A bouquet of red flowers 
sat perched atop a destroyed 
boat dock Monday after- 

It marked the spot where 
the lives of two Fort Erie 
friends came to a tragic end 
on the weekend. 

Joseph Holiko and Carlos 


Mejia were buddies. They 
worked together at Rich 
Products in Fort Erie and 
hung out together on the 
weekends. 

Friday night, they left the 
Fort Erie home of Carlos' 
parents and headed to one 
of the casinos in Niagara 
Falls. 

It was the last time Jorge 
and Maria Mejia saw their 



Niagara Regional Police 
say sometime early Saturday 
morning, the van the two 
were driving in went through 
the stop sign at the end of 
Netherby Rd., crossed 
Niagara River Parkway, 
crashed through a boat dock 
and ended up in the Niagara 

Saturday morning, a 
pedestrian noticed the 
destroyed boat ramp and 
called police. The van was 
found in the water about 
200 metres north of the boat 
dock with the bodies of 
Holiko, 39, who had been 
driving, and Mejia, 30, the 
passenger, inside. 

Jorge Mejia was told of his 
son’s death shortly after the 
van was pulled out of the 
river Sunday afternoon. 

“It’s really hard. He was a 
good boy," said Mejia. “He 
enjoyed life. He loved going 
to the beach in the sum- 


Jorge and Maria came to 
Canada from El Salvador as 
dis- refugees in 1988 with their 
two sons, Carlos and Oscar. 


BORDERTOWN 


TRUCK ACCESSORIES 

Personal and Commercial 
Car and Truck Accessories 

-Truck Caps 
-Tonneau Covers 
-BedUners 


Carlos Mejia went to 
Lakeshore Catholic in Port 
Colborne and started work¬ 
ing with his dad at Rich 
Products a couple of years 
ago. He moved back in with 
his parents when he took 
thejob and became friends 
with Holiko. 

Tammy Holiko, of 
Welland, said her younger 
brother will be greatly 
missed. 

“He was a wonderful 
father, he loved his kids, he 
was a great brother and he 
will be sadly missed," she 

Tammy said Joseph went 
to Eastdale Secondary 
School and had four chil¬ 
dren — three boys and a 
girl. 

At Rich Products Monday, 
employees were told of their 
coworkers’ death by man¬ 
agement. 

"Everybody was sad 
because they were both 
good guys,” said Ruben 
Rodriguez, who has worked 
at the plant for 23 years. 

“They were really nice 
people to work with and 
easy to get along with. 
Everyone would joke with 
them. We’re going to miss 
them a lot.” 

On Monday, a barricade 
remained in place in front 
of the damaged dock and 
numerous vehicles pulled 
in and out of the parking lot 
to view the scene. 

Police say the accident 
remains under investiga¬ 
tion. Anyone with informa¬ 
tion should call 905-688- 
ext. 5500. 
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& EdwARds 


“A Healthy Choice for Your Whole Life! 

WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON PROVIDING 

THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF SERVICE! 

WE WANT TO BE YOUR 
HEALTH CARE PHARMACY 

We will service you to “Health”! 

Transferring your prescriptions and health 
records is easy! Talk to one of our team 
members and we’ll take care of the rest. 

WE DELIVER! to all of Greater Fort Erie 
including Ridgeway, Crystal Beach, Stevensville 
and Sherkston 



OurNEW 
WEBSITE 

is Now Available! 

Patients can view 
their own Health Profile 
and even re-fill their 
prescriptions on line. 


It Pays to 
SHOP HERE! 

Sign up for your 

REWARDS 
CARD 

Today! 




• SENIORS DAYS 

1st Tuesday of Every Month - All Day 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. - with R.N. 

• CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYS 

Last Tuesday of Every Month - All Day 
9 a.m.-11 a.m.-withR. N. 


Attention Insulin Users... 

DIABETES CLINIC 

with Nurse Educator 

MAY 24TH *1-5 P.M. 



BOGGIO FAMILY OF PHARMACIES 


Boggio Port Colborne 
200 Catharine Street, 
Port Colborne 

Phone: 905-834-3512 
Fax: 905-834-6252 
port@boggios.com 


Boggio-Edwards Ridgeway 
307 Ridge Road, 
Ridgeway 

Phone: 905-894-2200 
Fax: 905-6880 
ridgeway@boggios.com 


6680 Drummond Rd., 
Niagara Falls 
Phone: 905-354-1812 
Fax: 905-371-3912 


Fonthill Pharmasave 
165 Hwy. 20, W., 

Phone: 905-892-4994 
Fax: 905-892-4924 
fonthill@boggios.com 
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This was a busy news week, one like 
we haven't seen in a long time. 

A vigil at the slots on Monday night, a 
meeting between the Ontario Lottery 
and Gaming Corporation and local offi¬ 
cials, serious accidents on the weekend 
and of course the recent court ruling on 
the lawsuit filed over the Bay Beach 

We want to make something clear 
about the Crystal Beach Gateway proj¬ 
ect and what it means to the local com¬ 
munity. 

Some people love the idea and some 
people think it's the worst proposed 
project they have ever heard about. 

Either way, it needs to be put in the 

For years, the editor of this publica¬ 
tion has expressed his own views on the 
project and for the most part, spoke 
favourably about it. 

This often resulted in complimentary 
feedback from supporters and criticism 
from those who oppose it. 

But what is assuring, is that the occa¬ 
sions when comments critics were 
given, it was done respectfully. 


Outside of the local newspaper cir¬ 
cuit, there is a war going on and we 
don't believe a white flag will ever be 
waved from either side. 

Partially because the people involved 
are too proud to admit their opponents 
make good points, but mostly because it 
is their livelihood. 

Blogging about local residents and 
their beliefs has become an everyday, 
all day affair for a small group of people. 

We aren't saying that they are mis¬ 
guided or wrong for doing what they do, 
because often valid arguments are made 
from both sides. 

It just makes wonder if it will ever 
stop. What are people going to do when 
the Bay Beach issue is officially over? 

We mean no disrespect to those who 
fight for what they believe in, but we do 
suggest you apply your passion for the 
community to something worthwhile. 

Some of the people we are referring 
do this and then some... but most don't. 


-Kris Dube 


our editorial 

Fight for beliefs, but also do 
something positive 



Do You Remember? 


Thanks to an anony¬ 
mous reader, the man in 
last week's photo has been 
identified as Gerald Lilley, 
the co-owner of Dominion 
Kennels on Dominion 
Road. 

The picture was taken 
in 1972. 

Gerald's partner, Doug 


Haley, was a canine 
Control officer for the 
Town. 

Gerald's canine friend 
is unidentified, but was 
likely a stray available for 
adoption. 

This week's photo of a 
group of ladies has only 
one clue on the back: the 


date May 5, 1981. 

If you recognize any of 
their faces, or can tell us 
why they were gathered 
together for a group 
photo? 

Please call the muse¬ 
um at 905-894-5322 or 
e-mail museum@forterie. 


If we want things to change for the 



Sarah Ferguson 

Reporter's Notebook 


Maybe I'm young and 
naive, but I really think if I 
look at the glass as being 
half full instead of the glass 
being half empty, it will 
make a big difference. 

That doom and gloom 


feeling has been hanging in 
the air for far too long in this 

With the slots closing its 
doors for the final time this 
week and more than 200 
people out of jobs, things do 
look grim. 

There is no denying that. 

I went out this week and 
asked quite a few people 
what they think this town 
needs and I got quite a few 
answers that I thought were 
interesting. 

The one common answer, 
of course, was jobs. 

That answer comes as no 
surprise to me—I can't even 


begin to describe how lucky 

Within a month of gradu¬ 
ating from college, I man¬ 
aged to find employment. 

But I was extremely lucky. 
I was just in the right place 
at the right time. 

I recently had a conver¬ 
sation with someone who 
was organizing a fundraiser 
and he said something that 
has stuck with me over the 
last few weeks. 

This fellow said to me 
that if we want good things 
to happen to this town, we 
have to make them happen 
ourselves. More important¬ 


better we have to make it happen 


ly, we all have to help 
eachother. 

Giving help could mean 
donating a few canned 
goods to the local food bank, 
or it could mean volunteer¬ 
ing some time to a good 

Taking a few moments to 
help a friend out in need 
can make a difference. 

Even making a meal for 
someone who needs it 
would help. 

The tiniest gesture or a 
small act of kindness is one 
way to make a difference in 
this town. 

There's the old cliche I 


have often heard so many 

When life gives you lem¬ 
ons, you make lemonade. 

Fort Erie has been given 
a lot of lemons lately, and 
now it's time to make some 
lemonade. 

If we could turn those 
lemons into lemonade, life 
would be pretty sweet. 

Often, the words 'ghost 
town' are used to describe 
Fort Erie. 

I grew up in Fort Erie and 
this place will always be my 
home no matter where else I 
might choose to live. 

It makes me sad to think 


that this place where I went 
to school, met so many peo¬ 
ple, and hold so many mem¬ 
ories, could become a ghost 

I’m not really sure what 
the answer to the question 
’What does Fort Erie need?" 

I do know that the ques¬ 
tion will never be answered 
if we are not willing to make 
changes—starting with 
changing our attitudes. 

If you have any ideas on 
how we can make positive 
change in Fort Erie, call me 

send me an email at sarah. 
ferguson@sunmedia.ca 
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Thankful for support from local MPP 


Dear Editor, 


Thank you Kim Craitor 
(Liberal MPP) for support¬ 
ing the horsemen and 
women at our border tracks 
in Fort Erie, Windsor and 
Sarnia by delivering the 
signatures and the petition 
to the Ontario Legislature. 

You are a brave man, 
standing up to your own 
government going against 
party lines. 

I know it's a difficult 
choice to cross the floor 
not unlike Winston 
Churchill or Belinda 
Stronach, but you can 
always vote down the bud¬ 
get take a clean break and 
run as an independent like 
Mr. Casey, the MPP from 
Nova Scotia, who got re¬ 
elected, these are the poli¬ 


ticians we remember. 

You will still be able to 
support the people you 
represent from your riding, 
vote from your gut instincts 
do the right thing and hold 
your head up. 

The horsemen, slot 
attendants and food and 
beverage folk are depend¬ 
ing on you to vote this bud¬ 
get down and you will defi¬ 
nitely get their support. 

We need the slots, we 
need the track, Niagara 
needs all the help it can get 
and not welfare lines. 

I've personally spoken to 
breeders who have already 
cancelled 2012 

Thoroughbred matings, 
the equine industry is in 
dire straights right now. 

Last season, nearly 1,400 
mares were covered by 
over 70 Ontario Sires mak¬ 
ing this province, 5th in 


North America and proud¬ 
ly ahead of Pennsylvania, 
New York and Texas. 

Where will we be next 
year? 

The bleeding has started 
and we have to put a stop 
to it. 

Sadly, this will also he a 
similar case for the other 
racing breeds, 

Standardbreds and 
Quarterhorses too. 

Let's keep Fort Erie 
alive. 

Go independent Kim 
and I'll gladly look for¬ 
ward to putting up lawn 
signs with your slogan 
'Craitor the slot saviour' 
and give you any other help 
you may need. 


Clery 





Great students 


The Fort Erie Optimist club recently showed their appreciation for elementary school 
students from Fort Erie who have academically excelled in school this year. From left to 
right are students Shannon Ingram, Bonnie Nadjiwan, Dalton Bird, Kayla Bridges, John 
Vorstenbosch, Jacob Grant and Shannon Troupe. 


El 


Julia says it’s time you joined 
FORT ERIE CREDIT UNION 

TELL A FRIEND... 



forteriecu.com 
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Assault 


On Wednesday, an altercation took woman not to yell and swear as their 
place in the area of Erie Road and kids were in the area. As a result a physi- 
Maplewood Avenue, in Crystal Beach cal altercation ensued which resulted in 

... , . A mother walking with her son was one person being struck with a shovel. 

With qhflVPl overheardyellingandswearinginffont Charged with Assault With a Weapon 

VVIUI UIIUVVI of her child. The victims requested the is 34 year old Danielle Knox. 


They’re Here! 

$2 Garbage Tag Fee Started April 30 
$2 tags are available across Niagara. Visit our website 
for a full list of retail locations. 


Residents living in single family homes or apartments 
with six units or less who need to put out an extra bag 
or can of garbage have two options: 


• Use one of the new $ 2 tags or 

• Use two of the existing $ l tags 

( $ l tags will not expire) 


Residents with a medical exemption can use their existing tags and 
continue to place a single tag on extra garbage bags or cans. 

Single family homes and apartments with six units 
or less may place Blue and Grey Box recydables 
and Green Bin materials out in unlimited 
quantities every week. 



Rethink 

Waste 




in Crescent Park last 


The scene of where 

Saturday, after losing control of his all-terrain vehicle. 

Male suffers injuries on ATV 

A 48-year-old Fort Erie man suf- south of Orchard Ave., in Fort Erie, 
fered life-threatening injuries The man was airlifted to Hamilton 
Saturday after he lost control of the General Hospital, where he remains 
ATV he was driving and it flipped on in critical condition, 
top of him. Anyone with information is asked 

Police say the man was not wearing to contact the Niagara Regional Police 
a helmet when the accident happened collision reconstruction unit at 905- 
around 5 p.m. on Grandview Rd., 688-4111, ext 5500. 


Niagara 401^ Region 
www.niagararegion.ca 

Waste Info-Line 905-356-4141 or 1-800-594-5542 


Stop in for the Perfect 

~W/ 



f HANGING 
BASKETS 
,rom $g99 

MIXED 1 

PLANTERS 
; <rom$ggg 

CONCRETE 
BENCHES & 
BIRD BATHS 

$ 99 

i VEGGIES 
& HERBS 

|4”Pots$-|7g 

ALL 4” 
FLOWERS 

15 /»35 

i FLOWER & 
VEGGIE 

4 PACKS 

$•] 09 



Sign up with 
Mom for our next 
Workshop 


( FREE 2 1/2”~PiANT' 

J with ANY Purchase 
With this Coupon! 
i ‘While Supplies Last 

\ (Expires May 31,2012) } 


3335 Nigh Rd. (at Burleigh), Ridgeway 
905-894-2305 - ! 
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RACE TRACK 

For more information, visit: www.forterieracing.com 
or call: 905-871-3200 


905-228-6176 

www.csniagara.c. 


fcelebratffUifr 


crawford 

smithy 

swallow 

Chartered Accountants l.l.p. 

76 Jarvis St., Fort Erie 
(905) 871-2610 


FORT ERIE • NIAGARA FALLS 

Jhsm M OM! • NIAGARA-ON- 


A.E. (Tony) Rodway AS91 m/Si-im 


I Ofeenifuj at 

& (Fort Sric 0lac& (/thic/i? 

>u HON. 

Rob Nicholson 

Niagara Falls/Niagara-on-the-Lake - 

905-353-9590 
Fort Erie - 905-871-9991 


The Fort Erie Economic Development & Tourism Corporation 
is proud to support <3*w«a» _pf the 
115 th Race Season at_Wstori<(Eon EriaBdce Track! 

edtc@forteriecanada.com • 905-871-1332 • www.forteriecanada.com 


ONTARIO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM CORPORATION 


www.robnicholson.ca 


i 

Fort Erie Power 

& 

'Sail Squadron 
t for their 50 years of 
Community Service providing 
Boating safety and education. 
From the Staff at Nicholls' Marine. 


Derby Post Time 6:24pm 


Saturday May 5 th - Pre-Season 

$15.00 Unlimited Buffet Live Concert by 

From 3-6pm Rhyme N Reason 3:30 - 


5:30 
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Promoting equality of individuals living with disabilities 


The month of May annu¬ 
ally marks Community 
Living Month across Ontario. 
It is a month in which the 
gifts and talents that people 
with intellectual challenges 
bring to the community are 
celebrated. 

The Town of Fort Erie pro¬ 


claimed May Community 
Living Month and on 
Tuesday, Community Living 
Fort Erie raised their flag at 
Town Hall in celebration of 
the special time. 

In 1957, over 50 years ago, 
a few parents gathered at 
this same site Town Hall in 
response to a newspaper ad 
placed by a parent of a child 
with Downs Syndrome. 


These parents wanted more 
for their sons and daughters, 
so they started their own 
organization and began by 
implementing a school pro¬ 
gram locally for children 
with intellectual challenges. 
Due to the dedicated efforts 
of these founding members 
Community Living Fort Erie 
now supports over 200 indi¬ 
viduals and their families in 


the Greater Fort Erie Area. 

The May flag raising 
brought staff and individu¬ 
als supported together with 
Mayor Doug Martin to rec¬ 
ognize and celebrate the 
contributions this not-for- 
profit charitable organiza¬ 
tion has made to the com¬ 
munity. 

Tom Kilner, Community 
Living Fort Erie's board of 


directors president, spoke 
on the responsibility of the 
citizens of Fort Erie to pro¬ 
mote the development of a 
healthy inclusive communi¬ 
ty that recognizes and values 
the abilities of all its mem- 

Executive director 
Maureen Brown says it is the 
responsibility of local citi¬ 
zens to promote the devel¬ 


TT 

I 


T 


Placing Old Age Security 
on a Sustainable Path 


Canadians are living longer and costs for the Old Age Security (OAS) are rising. 
On April 1, 2023 the Government of Canada plans to start raising the age of 
eligibility for OAS and the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) from 65 to 67* 

_ What does this mean for you? _ 


as of March 31,2012 You may still obtain OAS/GIS at age 6 


or younger as of March 31,2( 


The number of working-age Cai 


li. 


Source: 9th Actuarial Report on th 
Old Age Security Program 


For a free brochure or more information visit www.ServiceCanada.gc.ca/retirement 
or call 1 800 0-Canada (TTY 1-800-926-9105) 


"Subject to parliamentary approval 


i+i : 


Canada 


opment of a healthy and 
inclusive community that 
recognizes and values the 
abilities of all its members. 

"In keeping with our focus 
of community inclusion, 
and our belief that our com¬ 
munity should be a place 
where people with intellec¬ 
tual challenges have the 
opportunity to fully and 
actively participate in the 
life of their community, we 
have adopted statements to 
promote this commitment," 
said Brown. 

Community Living Fort 
Erie's vision statement is " 
an inclusive community that 
only sees abilities. 

It's mission statement is 
"Community Living -Fort 
Erie exists to promote inclu¬ 
sion and to ensure people 
with intellectual challenges 
have their rights and privi¬ 
leges upheld." 

Following the flag raising 
people walked through the 
streets of Down Town 
Ridgeway to heighten aware¬ 
ness of the importance of 
including people with intel¬ 
lectual challenges in all 
aspects of community life. 























Saturday, May 5,2012 • Fort Erie Times 11 




Hunger Awareness Week 
may last from May 7 to 11, 
but people go without three 
square meals far too often, 
says a local food bank. 

Barbara Volzke is the man¬ 
ager of Community Outreach 
Program Erie (COPE) is hop¬ 
ing Greater Fort Erie will do 
anything it can to help with 
providing means for local 
families to put food on the 
table, especially next week... 
a time that has been desig¬ 
nated by Food Banks Canada 
to raise awareness about 
hunger and how many peo¬ 
ple struggle everyday. 

"Many of those people live 
here in our community of 
Greater Fort Erie. They might 
be your neighbour, an 
acquaintance, a friend, a 
family member, or even 
yourself," said Volzke. 

Over seven thousand peo¬ 
ple seek emergency food 
from the food bank every 
year, located on Dufferin 


smoot 


Volzke says it is hoped that 
the shelves of COPE will be 
filled next week. 

Items needed the most 
include peanut butter, tuna 
fish, canned vegetables and 

boxes for children. Other 
items the food bank is short 
on are pasta, sauce, canned 
pasta, cereal, soup and mac¬ 
aroni and cheese. Fresh 
items like bread, milk, eggs 
and margarine are also 

Anyone wishing to make a 
financial donation to COPE 
will be issued a charitable 
receipt. 

The food bank has been in 
operation since 1983. 

Hours are Monday to KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 Community Outreach Program Erie manager Barbara Volzke stands behind some of the specific items she hopes the local food 
p.m. bank will receive through donations, during Hunger Awareness Week. 

the phone number to 

COPE is (905) 871-2526. . 

On June 14, a pasta dinner 
will be held at the Italo- 
Canadian Club to benefit 
COPE. Tickets can be pur¬ 
chased at the door or by 
stopping by COPE at 32 
Dufferin Street. 


M 


ori Gardens 

iJkjyn q' (jtUw /til 


Specializing in flowering shrubs, ti 






Zellers Pharmacy 
200 Garrison Road in Fort Erie 

Closed as of May 1st, 2012 

Patient and prescription records 
have been transferred to: 

DRUGStore Pharmacy 
Thompson Rd. & Garrison Rd. 

1135 Thompson Rd., Fort Erie L2A 6A8 
Phone (905) 994-8259 

We thank you for your patronage 
over the years 


Hunger Awareness 
Week starts on Monday 
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Pharmacy at No Frills welcoming new patients 


Jesse and Kelly's No Frills 
will be transitioning pre¬ 
scription flies from the 
Zeller's Pharmacy, which 
became effective at the 
beginning of May. 

Pharmacist Tejas Shah 
knows patients will have lots 
of questions around conti¬ 
nuity of their care and he is 
eager to answer any ques¬ 
tions they may have about 
DRUGStore Pharmacy. 

"It's going to be a chal¬ 


lenge but we will make it 
convenient for our patients," 

Tejas and his experienced 
team offer professional and 
personalized consultation 
to meet the needs of the 
community around the 
pharmacy. 

Loblaw and its pharmacy 
teams are committed to sup¬ 
port Canadians in making 
healthier lifestyle choices. 

ThepharmacyonGarrison 


and Thompson Roads offers 
a number of programs and 
services and is well- 
equipped to ensure a con¬ 
tinued high level of care for 
Zeller's pharmacy patients. 
Some of the services and 
programs offered at this 
location include 

REFILLready, free conve- 


sion assessment and infor¬ 
mation, a long with co-pay 
reductions. 


The REFILLready pro¬ 
gram is designed to ensure 
that customers do not miss 
an important prescription 
refill, Loblaw offers custom¬ 
ers the option to receive a 
regular email, phone call or 
text message to remind them 
to contact the pharmacy to 
order their refill. 

Free Convenience 
Packaging is for customers 
who rely on multiple medi¬ 
cations on a daily basis and 


the pharmacy will work with 
customers to organize their 
medications in clearly 
labelled pill boxes. This is to 
ensure that medications are 
taken correctly and on time. 

The Hypertension assess¬ 
ment and information pro¬ 
gram provides cardiovascu¬ 
lar risk assessments which 
include blood pressure 
reading and cholesterol 
level. 

Additionally, Sodium 


Awareness Lifestyle Tips 
(SALT) offers customers 
helpful information includ¬ 
ing an educational booklet 
with guidelines for daily 
sodium intake. 

The Co-Pay Reductions 
service will continue to 
reduce the co-payment on 
Ontario Drug Benefit eligi¬ 
ble prescriptions by two dol¬ 
lars. This is applicable to 
eligible Ontario Drug Benefit 
recipients. 
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Here’s to 
fresh starts. 





We’re proud to welcome Zellers Pharmacy customers. 


Due to the closing of the Zellers Pharmacy at 
200 Garrison Rd., the DRUGStore Pharmacy™ at 
Jesse & Kelly’s nofrills® will be taking care of all 
Zellers customers’ prescriptions and files from that 
location effective Tuesday, May 1st. 

At Jesse & Kelly’s nofrills®, we’re committed to 
helping you make healthier choices. Our pharmacy 
team is ready to answer all your healthcare questions. 
Drop by any time to talk to us in person. 


We’re ready to take care of your pharmacy 
needs with great services like: 

• REFILLready™ Automatic Prescription Refill Program 

• Confidential Medication Consultation 

• Healthy Heart Check PLUS! 

• Food Allergy Management Assessment 

• Diabetes Risk Assessment 

• Free Convenience Packaging 

• Free Blood Pressure Monitoring 



DRUGStore Pharmacy” Pharmacy Hours: 

at Jesse & Kelly's nofrills® Monday to Friday 9 am-9 pm 
1135 Thompson Rd. Saturday 9 am-6 pm 

Fort Erie Sunday 10 am-6 pm 

905-994-8259 


drugstorepharmacy.ca 


If you have any questions, 
please call 905-994-8259 
to speak to our Pharmacy Manager, 
Tejas Shah. 


(fenofrills. 

Jr lower food prices 
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Greater Fort Erie Chamber of Commerce welcomes a new president 


Dean Demizio 
says he plans 
to get to know 
business 
owners in the 
community 
Sarah Ferguson 
The Times 

Dean Demizio has always 
been involved in the com¬ 
munity, 

It’s just something he 
always believed in doing. 

Now, the businessman, 
who has been working in the 
insurance business for the 
last 18 years, has taken on 
another role in the commu¬ 
nity. 

Demizio is the new 
Greater Fort Erie Chamber 
of Commerce president. 

As the new president, 
Demizio has a few goals he 
says he would like to achieve 
during his term. The goals 
include meeting as many 
members of the business 
community as possible. 

Whether it’s a business 
that deals with manufactur¬ 


ing, or it’s a small comer- 
store business, Demizio says 
he wants to speak with these 
business owners to get feed¬ 
back from them. 

“I want to know the ups 
and the downs and what 
people are thinking. They’re 
the ones that see it all every 
day." 

The president says he also 
wants to be an active liaison 
with council and that is why 
it's important he is able to 
meet with and speak with 
members of the business 
community. Demizio wants 
to be able to share informa¬ 
tion from businesses around 
town with members of coun¬ 
cil. 

Communication, for 
Demizio, is important 
because he says he would 
like to be able to keep every 
business owner informed. 

Whether it’s construction 
that will affect the operation 
of a business, or an impor¬ 
tant event is happening that 
might draw in new business, 
Demizio says he wants busi¬ 
ness owners to be informed. 

That’s why actively going 
out in the community and 



getting feed back from the 
business community and 
acting as a liaison with Town 
council is important, says 
Demizio. 

Demizio assumed his new 
role as president in April 
and before he took over, he 
made sure he was prepared 
for it. 

“I wasn’t nervous. I’m 
working with a great board 
of directors and I was able to 
shadow Stephen Passero a 
few weeks prior to becom¬ 
ing the president.” 

With a lot of uncertainly 
in town and a lot of job loss, 
Demizio remains positive 
that there is something spe¬ 
cial here for businesses. 

“I take an attitude where 
the glass is half full,” says 
Demizio, adding that he 
thinks “Fort Erie is a dia¬ 
mond in the rough.” 

The new president says he 


out there who are strug¬ 
gling—"hang in there, be 
creative and be adaptive. 

“Sometimes life throws a 
few curve balls at you just to 
see if you are going to swing Dean Demizio, a local 
or not.” Chamber of Commerce. 


SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 
in town, is the new president of the Greater Fort Erie 



£ l«§ PER PERSON ROUND TRIP 

II TO FALLSVIEW CASINO 
^ ” & RECEIVE 

DOWNLOADABLE 

9 1Uslot play 

Downloadable slot credit must be played at a slot machine and can not be cashed out 

Pick-Ups in Welland, Port Colborne & Fort Erie 


TO BOOK YOUR COACH TRIP CALL 1-800-838-1789 
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Sparky the Fire Dog and 'Fast Eddy' the Roller Skating Elvis getting down on 
Wednesday, which was McHappy Day, an event that raised over $3,700 for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters. Donations and a percentage of sales from the day at 
McDonald's on Garrison Road helped raise this amount. 



m ■ 


mt : 



Sunday 11am Worship 
Wednesday 7pm 
® Bible Study Welcome 


St. John’s Stevensville 
United Church 

14789 Sodom Road, Stevensville, Ontario 


Invites and Welcomes You to Join Us 
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. - noon 
Sunday School: 11 a.m. - noon 
(Sept-June) ^ ^ 


trinity|ife 

Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery & Toddler Care Provided I 
KidsTime Starting at 10:15 a.m. 


BERTIE CHURCH 

5244 Highway #3, Sherkston 

(at Sherkston United Chinch Facility) 

Worship with us on 
May 6, 2012 
at 11:00 a.m. 

Speaker: Rev. David Stephenson 
Organist: LornaFretz 
Song Leader: Karl Fretz 
For information, call: 

905-894-0717 
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Walk or ride to support Multiple Sclerosis research 

Walk this Sunday May 6 in Annual Walk For MS begins at A free bbq and live music will 
support of Multiple Sclerosis 10:30 a.m. at Scutdebutt restau- follow the walk for participants, 
research. rant in Stevensville. The walk For more information, phone 

Registration for the 3rd begins at 11 a.m. 905-382-4000. 


CANADIAN 
NIAGARA POWER 


IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL CUSTOMERS 

Planned 
Power Outage 

Sunday May 6,2012 - 2:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 

Inclement Weather Alternate Date: 

Sunday May 13, 2012- 2:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 

ALL CUSTOMERS 
within the Town of Fort Erie 
will be affected 

This outage is necessary for Canadian Niagara Power Inc. 
to safely facilitate maintenance on line and substation 
equipment 

Customers will receive a pre-recorded courtesy call in 
advance of this outage. You may wish to verify your contact 
information by contacting our offices at the number below. 

If you have any questions, please visit our website 
www.cnpower.com or call 905.871.0330. 




A little drama with your coffee 


SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 
Staff and students at Ridgeway Crystal Beach High School are inviting the public 
to attend their coffee house and open mic night on May 9 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Admission is $2 or a canned good to be donated to a local church. 


■ TRUSTED PRODUCT H Walk 311 

TRUSTED SERVICE I vva ", 
annual 

event 

From page 10 



VA Hoffman 

Plumbing Heating & 
Sheet Metal 

393 Killaly St. E. 

Port Colborne, ON L3K1P6 

905-834-3783 



Receive up to a 

$1,075 Rebate 

plus a $300 Solar Bonus* 


Special Financing through 
SNAP Financial with the 
purchase of a qualifying 
Lennox® system:* 


This is known as 
the Walk for 
Inclusion, the sec¬ 
ond annual event 
that is organized 
by Advocates in 
Motion, which 
was formed by 
representatives 
and clients from 
the local non¬ 
profit organiza- 

Terry Sampson, 
a client of 
Community Living 
Fort Erie, is the 
president of the 
Advocates in 
Motion. He says 
the main purpose 
of the annual walk 
through down¬ 
town corridors of 
Greater Fort Erie 
is essential when 
it comes to raising 
awareness about 
the organization 
and what it does. 

"We want to let 
people know that 
people with dis¬ 
abilities have the 
same rights and 
freedoms as every¬ 
one else in the 
community." 
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Skatepark users need to practice with more etiquette 


Parents feel 
^ younger kids 
* need to forget 
about "looking 
cool' and wear 
helmets 


After a young skatepark 
user was badly injured last 
weekend, Nicole and Scott 
Burnside hope this will be 
an eye-opener for young 
people who use the facility, 
located in front of Town 
Hall. 

Since it opened last year, 
the couple's son James has 
been a regular at the skate¬ 
park and when he learned 
about the incident last 
Saturday, he 
rushed home to 
tell his parents 
that he is never 
going to ride with¬ 
out his helmet. 

Scott and Nicole 
say James is usu¬ 
ally co-operative 
with their rules 
that he cannot use 
the park without 
proper head pro¬ 
tection. They 
aren't saying that 
their son is the 


only young person who 
enjoys the skatepark safely, 
but do feel more people 
around his age need to 
realize how important it is 
to put safety before looking 
fashionable. They are also 
praying that the young boy 
who was hurt last weekend 
makes a full and speedy 


"It's really sad that so 
many kids have a disregard 
for it," said Scott. 

The couple says today, 
kids find themselves in an 
entirely different era of 
recreation and activities to 
pass time. 

"We didn't play in big, 
concrete bowls when we 
were kids," said Nicole. 

When they were young, 
skateboarding parks were 
not heard of and the activi¬ 
ties they participated in 



were nowhere near as 
intense or dangerous as 
riding a bike, skateboard 
or in-line skates at a heav¬ 
ily used facility with many 
other kids practicing their 
craft simultaneously. 

Their son James is 12- 
years-old and Scott feels 
some of the teenagers who 
are frequent users of the 
park should act more 
responsibly and maturely 
than they do, by watching 
out for other users, picking 
up their garbage or not 
poking fun at others for not 
having a "brand name" hel- 

"When I was young, the 
older kids led by example," 
he said. 

James said he hopes his 
fellow users will skate and 
ride carefully and look past 
appearances when it comes 


We are a Ministry Approved and Licensed 
Beginner Driver Education Course Provide 
Call us for current course dates and 
information on other services, or visit our 


www.gordsdrivingschool.com 


to wearing protective head- 

"It's pretty scary and it's 
better to be safe than 
sorry," said the 12-year- 
old. 

Scott and Nicole are also 
appreciative of the Town of 
Fort Erie providing a live 
video feed of what's going 
on at the park. 

"It's a great feature," said 
Scott. 

Dave O'Connor, 26, has 
been skateboarding for 15 
years and uses the park 
whenever he gets the 
opportunity. He also feels 
some of the younger users 
need to have more eti¬ 
quette and regard for oth¬ 
ers around them. 

"Look before you go... 
make sure all possible. 


lines, routes and t 
are clear," said O'Connor. 

He says on more than 
one occasion he has felt 
like the "bad guy" having to 
give instruction to some of 
the younger skaters at the 
facility, telling them to pick 
up their trash not only 
because it looks bad but 
because it can also create 
obstructions. He says it's 
up to parents to enforce 
these unwritten rules. 

"If a youngster is at an 
age where these concepts 
are too advanced to under¬ 
stand, it is then on the par¬ 
ents to supervise, advise 
and make sure that these 
issues are being addressed 
and ingrained into their 
heads early." 

Ward Barrett, 30, has also 


been a skateboarder for 
most of his life. He too feels 
it's a "general decline in 
awareness" that causes 
injuries at skateparks. 

"We had Elmer the Safety 
Elephant tell us to look 
both ways when we were 
kids, today they don't do 
that," said Barrett. 

Doug Atkins is the Fort 
Erie Fire Department's 
public safety officer and he 
agrees that parents need to 
play a larger role in enforc¬ 
ing the usage of protective 
equipment like helmets 
and elbow pads when par¬ 
ticipating in extreme sports 
like skateboarding. 

"If the parents don't 
preach it, the kids aren't 
going to wear it on their 
own," said Atkins. 


„ 905-894-9041 

OUR BRING A 

FRIEND REBATE 


VICTORIA DAY WEEKEND: MAY 18TH - 21ST 
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY NIGHTS - APRIL 25 & 26, MAY 2 & 3, MAY 9 & 10, MAY 16 & 17 


OPENING WEEKEND * Saturday, May 12 


Ridgeway^ 
Farmers ’ Market ^ 

May 12th to October 13 th 
Saturdays 7am to 1pm 
Located at Market Square 
Ridge Rd, Downtown Ridgeway 
Fruits & Vegetables • Cheese & Dairy 
• Baked Goods & Sweets 
• Flowers & Plants 
Organic Products • Artisans 



ronrSc ridgewayontca 



homelightingstcatharines.com 
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Bobby Bland stands by the ring, inside his Boxing Club to open 
on May 14. 


Boxing Club getting back into the ring 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

Bland's Boxing Club has 
been on hiatus for over a 
year, but it is making its 
way back into the ring. 

On May 12 and 13 from 
12 to 4 p.m., the boxing 
club, formerly located in 
Crystal Beach, will be re¬ 
opening its doors for regis¬ 
tration, in the basement of 
the Central Avenue United 
Church. 

Bobby Bland, the club's 
founder was Canada's top 
boxer five times through¬ 
out the late 1970's and 80's 


and hopes he can continue 
to build character with his 
fighters, many of whom are 
returning from the old 
club. 

He also wants to recruit 
new members. 

"It's something fresh in 
the area and I think we're 
going to get a lot of ath¬ 
letes," said Bland. 

He said a boxing club in a 
small community like Fort 
Erie is no different that 
other martial arts schools 
that are available... it teach¬ 
es self-defense and pro¬ 
motes only using what you 
learn inside the ring and 


not on the street. 

"It has a lot to do with 
self-esteem and that's the 
purpose of what we offer," 
said Bland. 

In the past, Bland said 
his club has been criticized 
for teaching "hooligans" 
how to fight, but he wanted 
to make it clear that he sees 
that claim as being nowhere 
near the truth of what he 

"It's a lesson in self- 
defense." 

Sanctioned under Boxing 
Ontario, Bland says many 
of his fighters will be 
entered into competitions 


across the province and 
possibly elsewhere in 
Canada if they are able to 
advance that far. 

"I want them to have a 
chance to represent our 
county," said Bland. 

Cardio classes will also 
be offered, since boxing is 
more than just throwing on 
a pair of gloves and swing¬ 
ing at your opponent as 
hard as you can, he said. 

"Boxing is considered the 
number one conditioning 
sport," said Bland. 

For more information, 
contact Bland at (289) 228- 
6846. 



KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Ridgeway Ball Hockey League action, from Wednesday night's 
game at the Crystal Ridge Community Centre. 


Ball hockey league a major score for local youth 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

There's a new league in 

Since January, over 40 
local young athletes have 
been hitting the gym at 
the Crystal Ridge 
Community Centre for the 
Ridgeway Ball Hockey 
League. 

There are four teams in 
the league's spring session 
that is about halfway 
through its regular season. 


kk 

These kids just 
want to play 
hockey all the 
time.” 


Once playoffs are complet¬ 
ed, a summer league will 


be made available for local 

Fran Mete and her hus¬ 
band Pat started the league 
because their son was 
playing ball hockey before 
then, but had to be driven 
to Welland for every game. 

Consulting with some 
other parents in the area, 
they realized there was 
interest in starting a local 

Not only were parents 
enthusiastic about the 
idea, but the amount of 
participation has shown 


that it certainly appeals to 
local young athletes. 

"These kids just want to 
play hockey all the time," 
said Mete. 

The league's goal is to 
provide professional, 
affordable, organized com¬ 
munity fun for youth. 

It fosters sportsmanship 
and skill development for 
children; promoting fair 
and equal play for all. 

For more information, 
visit www.ridgewayball- 
hockey.ca or call (905) 
894-2364. 



[READ,' 



Cannons home 
opener this week 

The local men's baseball team is 
ready to get the bats swinging. 

On Wednesday May 9, the Fort Erie 
Cannons will open its season at home 
against Welland Bullet Proof at 7: 30 p. 
m. at Oakes Park. 

The team is hoping local sports fans 
will come out to cheer on the squad. 
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Mother raises awareness for Lupus, a disease with different faces 


Sarah Ferguson 

The Times 


Lupus is a disease that 
has many different faces. 

And those that suffer 
from it don’t usually 
appear to be sick at all. 

That’s what Margaret 
Moroz, an active volunteer 
for the Lupus Foundation 
of Ontario, told members 
of the Brain Empowerment 
Team (BET) on Thursday. 

BET is a local support 
group that was created for 
people dealing with health 
issues, and their family 
members, to learn about 
the brain, neurological 
impairments and other 
health issues through 
books, speakers and dis¬ 
cussions. 

Moroz shared her story 
about her son Christopher 
Smith, who spent more 
than four months in the 
hospital fighting for his 
life. 

The mother says she 
wants to raise awareness 
for the disease by speaking 
to high school, college and 
university students, as well 
as groups like the BET. 

Lupus is an auto-im- 
mune disease that affects 
almost every part of the 
body because the immune 
system attacks healthy tis- 

Moroz says that people 
have a genetic predisposi¬ 
tion or environmental fac¬ 
tors, such as food, viruses 
or even chemicals that 
cause Lupus to appear. 

Lupus can also occur 
when a body is exposed to 
the ultraviolet light, which 
damages DNA and it pro¬ 
duces this anti-DNA which 
begins attacking the body, 
Moroz says. 

Moroz believes her son's 


disease was caused by 
sunny weather. 

Her story began in March 
of 1999 when her son vis¬ 
ited a friend in Spain and 
he returned home with a 
severe rash, swollen and 
stiff joints, a fever and 
sores in his mouth. 

The worried mother took 
her son to several doctors 
who misdiagnosed him 
—which is not uncom¬ 
mon, says Moroz, because 
the disease has many dif¬ 
ferent symptoms. 

During this time, Moroz 
quit her job as a teacher, 
and spent the next four 
months by his side in the 
hospital, caring for him. 

In April, Moroz’s son was 
taken to a Toronto hospital 
where he suffered 25 sei¬ 
zure and three strokes 
because of blood clotting 
and high blood pressure. 

Her son’s body filled 
with fluid and he received 
a procedure to remove his 
blood clots and he under¬ 
went kidney dialysis to get 
rid of excess fluid. 

At this point, Moroz says 
her son looked "like a 
wooden barrel or the 
Michelin man. 

He also suffered from 
severe hallucinations. 

"Chris was given 
immune-suppressing can¬ 
cer medications,” says 
Moroz, adding that he suf¬ 
fered from pneumonia that 
cause fluid to fill his 
lungs. 

Moroz was eventually 
told her son would have to 
come off of life support 
early In June 1999. 

But a neurosurgeon 
offered to remove her son’s 
blood clots in his brain, 
saving his life. 

“It was a one in a million 
chance he would survive," 
says Moroz. 


Investors so tSn S Y B 0 T 


Group ™ 


INVESTORS GROUP 
FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. 

> MANAGING INVESTMENTS > CASH MANAGEMENT , 

> RETIREMENT PLANNING > ESTATE PLANNING 

> TAX PLANNING > BROKERAGE SERVICES 

> MORTGAGES > PENSION ANALYSIS 

> IN! 



Her son managed to live 
through the ordeal and his 
health eventually 

improved, but, for every 
good step, Moroz says her 
son's health took "two 
steps back." 

To fill the long days and 
the long nights when she 
wasn't looking after her 
son, Moroz wrote in her 
journal and recorded her 
son's journey back to 
health. 

"I kept records because I 
knew I would want to 
speak about it one day 
when I could stop crying." 

Now, Moroz's son his 
better, but he is dealing 
with the disease on a daily 

"Chris takes about 30 
pills a day, and he can't do 
many of the things he used 
to," says Moroz 

Moroz plans to publish 
her story, along with 
research and facts about 
Lupus, because she says, 
many people don't know 
much about the disease. 

She says her son's case 
was severe. It was also one 
of the worst cases Moroz 
says her son's doctors have 

For those who want to 
learn more about Lupus or 
participate in an upcom¬ 
ing Walk For Lupus event 
on June 2 in Niagara Falls, 
they can visit www.walk- 
forlupus.ca or phone the 
Lupus Foundation of 
Ontario's local branch in 
Ridgeway at 905-894-4611. 


Margaret Moroz (right), sits with Charlene Heckman, a member of the Brain Empowerment 
Team, a local support group for individuals and their family members struggling with health 
issues. Moroz shared the story of her son's battle with Lupus and her journal she record dur¬ 
ing her son's illness. 


Fort Erie Public Library 


The Fort Erie Public Library 
is hosting Tiny Tales. 

The event is a time for chil¬ 
dren ages two to three and a 
half years-old. The program 
offers a morning full of finger 
rhymes, stories, songs and a 
simple craft. 

The program runs Tuesdays 
through May 15 at the 
Centennial branch and 
Wednesdays through May 16 
at the Crystal Ridge branch. 
10:30 a.m. at both locations. 

Please call to pre-register. 


FORT ERIE • NIAG 



@ Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson, M.P. 

Working for you! 

Niagara Falls 
wv 

« 

Electoral District Association 
vw.nfconservative.ca 

>05-401-4612 


Annual Stevensville Kinettes' 


■Spr ingJ F ^ stS 1 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2ND 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
at Stevensville Memorial Hall 
* Vendors *Crafters 

*FUN FOR EVERYQNM 
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classifiedextra.ca 



RECONDITIONED 

VACUUMS 

Various Uprights 
Starting at $75 


iccooevt s 


905-871-7273 


Miscellaneous 

A230 

mih v 

t 

CARPETS- 1 have 

Horses/ asto < 

Stables 

@05)6B2^5320. SteW6 

HORSE SHOEING. 1 

Call (905)932-2281^ ■ 


H 

■RmHI f 

J^OPEN HOUSE 

Sell it > 

Classified Extra 

1 -866-541-6757 ^ 

in the classifieds ; 

1 -866-541 -6757 u s 


AUCTION OF THE YEAR 
Forum Galleries Antiques Moving Auction 
“The Red Barn” 


iw 9am - Auction 10:30am 

2017 Niagara Stone Road (Hwy55) Niagara-on-the-Lake 

1000+ lots 

Fine Antiques - Vintage - Country - Design 

Jewelry, coins, watches, Paintings, Furniture, Military, China, 
Silver, Books, Light fixtures, Autographs, Music instruments, 
Glass, Toys, Stamps, Royalty, Rugs, Collectibles, Tools, etc... 

cash, interact, visa, MC, cheque. Buyers fee 10% 


For information: tel 905.468.2777 - cell 905.321.1918 


o buy. Crystal Beach, 

SJSSMSS 

|age. 905-980-0379 



DOWNTOWN I 


General a 
Employment 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 
strongly recommends 



advances 
continue 
to grow” 


DIVERSIFIED 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 

■ Motorcoach Drivers 

■ Bus Drivers 

■ Heavy Duty Mechanics 

■ Automotive Mechanics 

Details and to Apply online 

visit dtl.ca 


mwm 



Waitress, Line Cook and Cashier 
Positions Available 
Apply with resume. 

EXPERIENCE IS BENEFICIAL 

Training available 

224 Garrison Road 


a 


Garage Sales 


GARAGE & PLANT SALE 

Saturday, May 12 - 8 am. -12 p.m. 

Ridgeway By The Lake 
Adult Community 


MULTI-FAMILY 
GARAGE SALE 
TODAY 

Saturday, May 5, 8 a.m. 

44 Ferguson Avenue, Fort Erie 
Household contents, electronics, 


Business/ S380 
Franchise Opps 

ATTENTION 

READERS 


and FRANCHISE 
Opportunities before 
sending money in 
response to any 
advertisements. 


classified extra.ca 


fort Erie Times 

CARRIERS WANTED 


Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For Your Area? 

Call & leave your name, address & telephone 
number & we will call you if one becomes available. 

If interested call Petrina at 

905-871-3100 ext. 201 


Family • Achievement • Integrity • Respect 


We’ve got great things in store for you! 

Full Time Midnight Stock 

(Crystal Beach Store) 

Pick up applications/drop off resumes at store location 
282 Ridgeway Road, Crystal Beach. 

Benefits 

Paid Training - everything you need to do a great job. 

Valuable Experience - everything you need for a great future. 

Good Times - what makes our customers happy is what motivates out 
employees. Honesty, caring, and a workplace that feels like home. 
Serious Applicants Only 


a him. . 

BIBB 



























































































nofrills DRUGStore Pharmacy is hiring 
Delivery Person. Must be bonded. 
Apply at Pharmacy 



Research 
saves lives. 

Please give. 




FOUNDATION 


COMMUNITY SERVICES 


PARTICIPANTS NEEDED FOR THE 


Looking for Bands, Floats, Dancers, Cars, etc. For 
the annual Labour Day Parade, Sept 3rd, 2012 
Contact Jeff White @ 905-684-3078 
]whlte57@cogeco.ca 


Lorraine Murphy Memorial 
FOOTSTEPS FOR FLOWERS 
Fundraising Walk 

Saturday, May 12,10:00a.m. 

MeetatSneakers, Erie Rd., Crystal Beach 

and information call Winnie 905-894-1093, 
Lois 905-894-2998 or Bob 905-871-7531 


ROAST BEEF DINNER 

3t. John’s Stevensville United Church 
14789 Sodom Road, Snyder 
Saturday, June 2nd 
Two sittings (5:00 & 6:30 p.m.) 
\dults $12 and Children under 12 $5. 


M A KE(^\yi S H 



yourlifemomentsxa 

Marking your milestones. 


1-866-541-6757 

milestones@>yourlifemoments.ca 



more than ever! 


Cremations and Burials 

Remembrance Takes Thought, 
Not Expense 

Jerome J OCharcht^ Rental Director 
241 Ridge Road • Ridgeway • ON • LOS 1N0 



^irthday greetings 


Please join us in Celebration for 

Charlotte Beach’s 
90th Birthday 

Best Wishes Only 
Saturday, May 12,2012 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


^ianlP^)u^rds 


The Family of LESLEY WARD would 
like to thank Annie and her staff at 
the RUNAROUND bar for the benefit 
they put on for her on Sunday, April 
29/12. They raised a lot of money for 
Lesley to help pay her medical bills. 
Thanks to the band, Dealer’s Choice 
and all her friends and co-workers 
who donated. We appreciate it. 

Thanks Annie. 
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^C/jeaths 



ALBERT, Helmut Joseph - Passed away 
on Friday April 27th at the Douglas 
Memorial Hospital after a brief illness in his 
88th year. Loving husband of Elsa for over 
59 years. Proud father of Gary (Sharon) of 
Mississauga, Eva (Bev) Pearce of 
Ridgeway, Carol (Jeff) Genzer of Ridgeway, 
Steven (Karri) of Collingwood and Tina of 
Fort Erie. Predeceased by his son Henry in 
1974. Loving Opa to, Sean (Melissa) 
McCooey, Katie McCooey, Elaine (Stephen) 
Andrews, Alex Genzer, Kristen Genzer, 
Darrell and Claire Albert. Cherished great 
Opa to Nicolas, Ryan, Gwen, Caelan. Born 
in Mannheim Germany Helmut and Elsa 
along with their son Gary emigrated to 
Canada in 1954 and settled in Fort Erie. 
Helmut worked at Fleet Aircraft as a tool 
and die maker until his retirement. Everyone 
knew him as a kind and gentle man who 
loved his family and his adopted home. 
BENNER FUNERAL SERVICES, 1105 
Benner Ave., Fort Erie entrusted with 
arrangements. Private services have been 
conducted. A graveside committal of 
Helmut’s cremated remains will take place 


knowing he ls S in GOD’S HANDS? 6 US 


There is a sad and sweet remembrance, 
There is memory fond and true; 
There is a token of affection 
And a heartache still for you. 


Call 1-866-541-6757 Today 
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Slots employees staying positive, hoping local takeover is permitted 


From Page 2 


The mayor hopes the 
province will "give us a 
chance and help us help 
ourselves," saying that the 
municipality has faced 
adversity in die past with the 
closure of the emergency 
room at Douglas Memorial 
Hospital and legislation that 
has hindered the opening 
up of industrial lands in Fort 
Erie. 

"We're going to them with 
a solution, like we've always 
done," said Martin. 

Ward 1 Coun. Stephen 
Passero said the slots clo¬ 
sure is not something that 
only concerns him because 
it's in his jurisdiction as a 
councillor, it's a reality that 
he feels will do nothing but 
hurt the entire municipality. 

"This is not just a Ward 1 
issue, it's a Town of Fort Erie 


issue," said Passero, who is 
also the past-president of 
the Greater Fort Erie 
Chamber of Commerce. 

He feels it will be a devas¬ 
tating blow, but he and his 
colleagues, along with the 
FELRC will not go down 
without a fight. 

"That's what we do in Fort 
Erie, we don't give up," said 
Passero. 

"There is not a resident or 
business in this town who 
will not feel the negative 
impacts of this closure," he 
added. 

Ward 4 Coun. John Hill 
thanked the slots employees 
who would be out of a job 
after Monday for their 13 
years of service and said now 
is the time to rally behind 
the Town and the FELRC's 
takeover plans and petition 
the Ontario government to 
consider the option being 
presented to them. 

"We need to get the mes¬ 


sage to Queen's Park, that 
we're not going to sit back 
idly and allow this to hap¬ 
pen," said Hill. 

Ted Mansell is the execu¬ 
tive vice-president of the 
union that represents the 
slots employees. He used the 
expression "April showers 
bring May flowers" as a poi¬ 
gnant example of what he 
hopes will result from the 
plan of a local takeover. 

"Tomorrow morning, 
we're going after these jobs 
to bring them back," he 
said. 

Ward 2 Coun. Rick Shular 
said the over 200 slots 
employees who have been 
given their walking papers 
need to be thanked by local 
residents and shown appre¬ 
ciation during such a tough 

"They need everyone's 
support... we're a very caring 
community," said Shular. 

Ward 6 Coun. Paul Collard 


also thanked the employees 
for their time and is hopeful, 
like his colleagues, that good 
news will eventually arrive 
on this issue. 

"Hopefully the next time 
we're together, it’s for a rib¬ 
bon-cutting ceremony," said 
Collard, who has two sons 
that were formerly employed 
at the facility. 

Ward 3 Coun. Bob 
Steckley, stressed the impor¬ 
tance of making people real¬ 
ize that a handfifi of politi¬ 
cians standing at a podium 
to provide their thoughts is 
not "lip service." 

With the plan that has 
been formulated, he expects 
everything that can be done 
will be. 

"They're going to fight for 
you....let's hope the door 
that opens is the one to the 
slots," said Steckley. 

Before the vigil started, 
Amie Oravkin could be 
found walking out of the 


slots close its doors. 


the ftiture future may hold, but says 
the optimism is the key at this 
point, as a new plan is pre- 


only fun thing left i 
Erie for me and now it s 
gone. It's pretty sad," said 
Oravkin. 

Mike Baumann has 


think it's great. I'm 
hopeful," she said. 

Debra Legault has worked 
alongside Bryan for the last 
13 years and she agreed that 


it opened 
doors in 1999. He is n 
considering going t< 
or university, to 
potentially open 
up an entirely dif¬ 
ferent career for 
himself. 

"It's devastating. 

I thought I was 
going to be able to 
retire from here," 




LAKEVIEW 

Spider Control 7 * 


Spiders 

iVoted Fort Erie’s Finest 


We've moved. 

mac | outpost 

ST. CATHARINES 



353 Lake Street Unit #14 
St. Catharines ON 
L2N 4H5 

905-682-0377 

New location, new look. 

Same Mac sales, same Mac services. 



www.mac-outpost.com 

Your Place for Everything MAC in Niagara 


Authorized 

Reseller 


Authorized 
Service Provii 
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315 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 

905'894'2520 


$2.00 Co-Payment 

YOU PAY $0 


BfQ4ler’si 


YpjiVf' ‘^n usted^ I^ haKma&v / 

“Proudly Celebrating our 
4th Year in Business!** 

Serving you was our pleasure and we look forward 
to helping you with all your pharmacy needs! 

FOR SENIORS AND ONTARIO 
DRUG BENEFITS PLAN 
ELIGIBLE PATIENTS 


$6.11 Co-Payment 

YOU PAY $3.99 


SAMBASHTA 


Trust - 

Brodies 

Long term experience 
in a wide range of 
pharmaceutical services: 

Compounding & Mixing 
Home Health 
Care Products 
Osteomy Supplies 
MedsCheck 
Blister Packs 
Oite* 100 'tyeonA, 
(ZolCectctAe Sxfe&tiettce! 

FREE 

DELIVERY 

services across the 
Niagara Region 























